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reflect largely personai observations; a few conditions weretaken from the literature,
Further information is currently being assembled on the freshwater mollusks of
peninsular Florida and the drainages of the South Atlantic Region, principaily by the
workers at Harvard’s Museum of Comparative Zoology. More complete data will be
provided when their studies are published.

Species of Decveased Abundance /Distvibution

The natural ranges of many species of plants and animals are diminishing, largely
due to human alteration of the environment(s). This circumstance is demonstrated,

in part, by the reduced abundance of organisms in an area. Unless at least a few ...

_breeding individuals..can -be maintained; the populdtion will become extinct. And if
thnis course is followed by numerous populations, the species may be summarily re-
duced in its geographic distribution and perhiaps eventually experience total extinction.

Pomacea paiudosa Say (Gastropoda: Pilidae) occurs in southern Georgia and Ala-
bama and throughout Florida. Because of the activities of the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, large tracts of the Everglades in southernmost peninsular Florida have
been drained. One result of this action has been the destruction of this snail’s habitat,
and consequently their numbers have decreased in this region. Similarly, the Florida

kite, a bird which preysupon P, paludosa in the Everglades, is diminishing in numbers. -,

Another example concerns two unionid clams. In 1963 Anodonta imbecilis Say and
[ A. peggyae Johnson oceurred in approximately egual numbers in Lake Talquin (the
type locality of A. peggyae!), a reservoir of the Ochlookonee River, Leon-Gadsdon
County, Florida. Since that fime, however, A. imbecilis has become 2ail but extinet
and A. peggyae has become drastically reduced in numbers in the impoundment. This
situation has evidenily been wrought principally by the Florida Fresh Water Fish and
Game Commission which has administered rotenone to the reservoir to remove a
pest fish, the grizzard shad (= Dovosoma cepedianum). After such treatment, the
shore is littered with numerous decaying bivalves of several species.

““Clench & Turner {1958} state that Gowiobasis albanyensis Lea (Gastropoda: Pleuro-
ceridae} probably formerly occupied the entire Apalachicola River system but that it
a0w is confined to the Flint and Chattahoochee tributaries. Farming and conseguent
gilting is listed as the cause of the decline not only'of G, albanvensis but also of
G. boykiniana (Lea) which is considered nearly extinct.

Notogillia wetherbyi Dall {Gastropoda: Hydrobiidae) is recorded by Clench & Turner
(1956) as inhabiting the St. Johns, Suwannee and Apalachincola drainage systems. It
has also been discovered as fossil along the McBride’s Slough tributary of the Walkulla
River in Wakulla County, Florida. For unknown reasons, it is extinet in that drainage
now,

Extinct Species

Although several fossil species of freshwater mollusks have been described from
the South Aflantic and Gulf Coastal drainages, very few have become extinct in com-
paratively recent times,

Ordinarily, a list of such specieswouldinclude those of the genus Tulofoma Haldeman
(Gastropoda: Viviparidae). However, in the past few years intensive collecting by
Mr. Herbert Athearn of Cleveland, Tennessee, has located 1 living population each of 2
gpecies, T. angulate {Lea) and T. magnifica (Conrad), in the Coosa River iributary of
the Alabama River. The Ccosa River is crossed by a number of dams, and the atten-
dant impoundments as well as silting and polluticn have served to drastically alter the
original aguatic fauna(s). Consequently, the 2 populations of Tulofoma may represent
the last remnants of this genus,

Among the pleurccerid snails, Clench & Turner {1958) list Gomiobasis catenoides
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